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What makes a community?

Offshore wind affects many communities, at all scales: 
Regional, State, Local

GovernanceAssociationProximity
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OSW: It’s a Regional Issue

26 GW anticipated 
regionally
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OSW Regional Challenges and Opportunities
• Fisheries
• Marine navigation
• Habitat
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OSW: It’s a State Issue

• 9 GW target in NYS
• 4,300 MW in active 

development



February 26, 2021 6

An Office of New York Department of State

OSW: State Challenges and Opportunities
• Habitat 
• Fisheries
• Marine navigation
• Emissions reductions
• Transmission 

infrastructure upgrades
• Rate impacts
• Economic benefits and 

job opportunities

Credit: Port of Albany
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Offshore Wind: It's a Local Issue

Siting, e.g., New York’s 
first transmission line 
(South Fork Wind 
Export Cable)

Credit: South Fork Wind LLC
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OSW: Local Challenges and Opportunities
• Habitat
• Fisheries
• Marine navigation
• Emissions reductions
• Transmission infrastructure upgrades
• Rate impacts
• Economic benefits and job opportunities
• Recreation and public access
• Construction impacts (air, noise, traffic)
• Equity issues
• Tax base
• Aesthetic impacts
• (and more…)
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How can we 
engage coastal 
communities?
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Community engagement is multi-faceted

OSW development is:
• Complex
• Lengthy
• Multi-scale
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Engage multiple scales and perspectives

Credit: Northeast Regional Ocean Council
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Focus on community aspects
Environmental Commercial and 

Recreational Fishing Maritime Jobs and Supply Chain

• Development of Wildlife Best 
Management Practices.

• Coordination for adaptive 
management.

• Identification of research 
needs and coordination.

• Development of Fisheries 
Best Management Practices.

• Identification of research 
needs and coordination.

• Development of a framework 
for understanding commercial 
fishing impacts.

• Development of Maritime Best 
Management Practices.

• Define strategies that could 
help members engage 
effectively with OSW 
development.

• Facilitate the connection of 
local manufacturers with 
global OSW developers and 
equipment manufacturers.

• Ensure certification and 
training requirements are 
clear and readily available.
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Embrace an evolutionary approach

Credit: RODA



February 26, 2021 14

An Office of New York Department of State

Mike Snyder
Michael.Snyder@dos.ny.gov
518-486-4644

Thank you!

mailto:Michael.Snyder@dos.ny.gov
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