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The Role of Government
Offshore wind development in the U.S. is overseen by both federal and state agencies. Local governments may also be 
involved for local land-use approvals.

The federal government has jurisdiction over all ocean activities more than three nautical miles from the shore. 
Specifically, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is responsible for selecting areas of the ocean that 
are appropriate for wind energy development, leasing the wind energy areas (WEAs) to project developers, and 
reviewing and approving all aspects of plans to design, develop, and decommission offshore wind farms in federal 
waters as part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Other Involved Agencies
• Environmental Protection Agency  
• Federal Aviation Administration  
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
• U.S. Coast Guard
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  



The Role of Government
The State Role

Through competitive solicitations, NYSERDA contracts with offshore wind developers who want to deliver power to 
New York State. Specifically, NYSERDA purchases offshore renewable energy certificates (ORECs) from the developers in 
order to account for the beneficial environmental attributes associated with generating clean power. Contracts with 
offshore wind developers include important provisions that dictate how New York State will benefit from the project, 
such as economic benefit commitments and environmental and fishing mitigation plans.

The Local Role

Renewable energy from offshore wind farms connects to New York’s existing electricity grid at onshore substations. 
When determining an optimal route from the shore to a local substation, project developers consult with relevant local 
governments and may enter into easement agreements if the route transacts government-owned roads or property.



New York and Regional Efforts

Source: December 2019 NYSERDA Presentation https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/Focus-
Areas/Connecting-With-New-Yorkers/Webinar-Series

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/Focus-Areas/Connecting-With-New-Yorkers/Webinar-Series


New York Offshore Wind Master Plan

Source: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/About-Offshore-Wind/Master-Plan

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/About-Offshore-Wind/Master-Plan


New York Offshore Wind Master Plan

Source: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/About-Offshore-Wind/Master-Plan

Environmental Benefits from 2400 MW of offshore wind

Greenhouse Gas Reductions: 5 million tons, or one-third of the expected
greenhouse gas reductions from new renewable energy projects that will
be constructed by 2030 to meet the Clean Energy Standard 50 percent
renewable electricity target.

Air Quality Improvements: The production of zero-emission energy close to the two 
largest load pockets in New York State — New York City and Long Island — could improve 
local air quality and public health in these locations and beyond by reducing the use of gas 
and oil fired generation facilities. 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/About-Offshore-Wind/Master-Plan


New York Offshore Wind

Source: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Programs/offshore-wind/osw-environmental-fact-sheet.pdf

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Programs/offshore-wind/osw-environmental-fact-sheet.pdf


New York Offshore Wind Visibility 

Source: https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/renewable-energy-program/State-
Activities/NY/Visual-Simulations/Compendium-Report.pdf

Source: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-
Programs/Programs/Offshore-
Wind/About-Offshore-Wind

https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/renewable-energy-program/State-Activities/NY/Visual-Simulations/Compendium-Report.pdf
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/About-Offshore-Wind


New York Offshore Wind

Source: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Programs/offshore-wind/osw-environmental-fact-sheet.pdf

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Programs/offshore-wind/osw-environmental-fact-sheet.pdf


New York Offshore Wind: Addressing environmental and visual effects

“It is very common for opposition to wind farms to be presented as a concern about 
environmental risk, even if underlying social and economic issues are at the base of the 
concern. Many of the concerns are associated with the proximity of stakeholder properties and 
activities to proposed wind farms, including visual effects. By addressing social and economic 
issues alongside the environmental issues, there is an opportunity to counteract opposition to 
wind energy development, while ensuring that local communities are respected and kept 
informed of the plans and outcomes of the development.”

Source: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345718391_Enabling_Renewable_Energy_While_Protectin
g_Wildlife_An_Ecological_Risk-Based_Approach_to_Wind_Energy_Development_Using_Ecosystem-
Based_Management_Values



Public Comments

NYSERDA Offshore Wind Outreach Webpage:

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-
Programs/Programs/Offshore-
Wind/Announcements-and-Events

 Find scheduled public meetings, 
recordings and presentations

 Sign up for email updates

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Offshore-Wind/Announcements-and-Events


Questions?

Laurie Shortt Kutina, CEM REM 
Air Quality, Sustainability and Energy Management Scientist, Albany Planning Group Leader 
 
WSP USA (formerly Ecology and Environment, Inc.) 
Please note the new email address and phone number. 
 

 
 
Email: laurie.kutina@wsp.com 
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